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The Autism Treatment Association of Minnesota is shocked and dismayed that certain providers of EIDBI appear to
have been engaged in billing fraud against the State of Minnesota. ATAM supports the following components of
legislation to address this fraud and recommends against putting specific aspects into statute, that would impede
access by honest Minnesotans.

This is based on the challenge of Autism treatment. The needs for treatment are very different for each child and at
each age. Artificial formulas will result in undue costs to the Medical Assistance program. Instead, the best service for
each individual requires the clinical judgement of a licensed professional who is able to directly evaluate the child.

o ATAM supports a modified provisional license that empowers the commissioner to refine the benefit with
meaningful input from providers, advocates, and families served. This should be done over the course of two
years because many of the current proposals are potentially harmful and ineffective.

o ATAM supports the creation of a DHS unit to formally evaluate applicants and surveil them with in-person site
visits. Activities that are based upon surveillance of billing claims would possibly control fraud.

o ATAM supports enhanced surveillance of the existing extensive EIDBI requirements, that are already in the
EIDBI MHCP provider manual.

o ATAM supports reliance on the recently implemented LBA License for Behaviors Analysts to enforce ethical
treatment planning and service provision, as is already in statute.

o ATAM supports the maltreatment provisions.

o ATAM supports adding a two-year grandfathering provision for existing agencies after the development of the
license.

o ATAM supports a moratorium on new agencies.

o ATAM supports the requirements to document controlling individuals, QSP contractors, billing agencies, and
other agency responsibilities.

o ATAM supports the addition of a meaningful appeals process for suspended payments during an investigation
and for appeal of disenrollment.

o ATAM supports restricting the number of approved modalities.

o ATAM supports empowering the commissioner to establish guidelines for caseloads in accordance with the
generally accepted national standards.

o ATAM does not support extensive paperwork requirements are unlikely to reduce fraud, but will be an expense
for each individual agency and result in increased costs to the State.

o ATAM does not support enhancement of the existing background study provisions. These enhancements will
reduce the ability to build the workforce in a responsible manner.

o ATAM does not support the inclusion in statute of rigid one-size-fits-all scheduling requirements for clinical
supervision, observation, and telehealth. Instead ATAM supports empowering the commissioner to make
ongoing refinement of the benefit in accordance with the generally accepted standards for ABA autism services,
as published by the Council of Autism Service Providers.

o ATAM does not support changing the CMDE process in statute. Instead ATAM supports empowering the
commissioner to further refine the benefit in accord with generally accepted national standards.

o ATAM does not support restricting the commissioner’s authority to grant exceptions to the statutory benefits.

The members of ATAM are: Action Behavior Centers, Anod Inc., Autism Matters, Behavior Frontiers, Behavioral Dimensions,
Bridge Autism Clinic, Caravel Autism Health, Foundations Autism Center, Holland Center, Kids Discovery Center, Lazarus Project,
Lovaas Institute Midwest, Minnesota Autism Center Midwest, Minnesota Behavioral Specialists, MN Northland Association for
Behavior Analysis, Momentum Behavior Services, Nolan’s Place, Northway Academy, Partners in Excellence, Solutions Behavioral
Healthcare Professionals, St. David’s Center, The READY Clinic / SWWC, The Rochester Center for Children, Village Wellness Center
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What are the generally accepted national standards for ABA (Applied Behavior Analysis) treatment
of autism?

The field of ABA has well-established standards for safe and high-quality treatment. These standards are freely
available for the use of parents, providers, funders, and universities.

The Council of Autism Service Providers publishes a free set of treatment standards at https://www.casproviders.org.

The Autism Commission on Quality publishes a free set of standards for accreditation of treatment providers at

https://autismcommission.org/.

The Behavior Analyst Certification Board (BACB) promotes high ethical standards and directly credentials clinicians
who have passed standards for training and experience at https://www.bacb.com.

The Minnesota Board of Psychology enforces adherence to these BACB standards.

The Association of Professional Behavior Analysts provides numerous resources to individual clinicians and policy
makers at https://www.apbahome.net.

The Association for Behavior Analysis International provides resources for training behavior analysts and accrediting
university training programs at https://www.abainternational.org.

The Association for Science in Autism Treatment provides free reviews of the evidence for claims made about any
potential treatment for autism at https://asatonline.org.

We're helping people with autism.
Contact: Eric Larsson, PhD, LP, BCBA-D, LBA - elarsson@lovaas.com - 612.281.8331 — atamn.org



